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OPINION 914 

HOLOTHUR1A MONACARIA LESSON, 1830, AND HOLOTHURIA 

UMBR1NA ROPPELL & LEUCKARDT, 1828 (HOLOTH UROI DEA) : 
SUPPRESSED UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS 

RULING. — (1) Under the plenary powers the following specific names are 
hereby suppressed for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of 
the Law of Homonymy: 

(a ) umbrina Riippell & Leuckardt, 1828, as published in the binomen 

Holothuria umbrina ; 

(b) monacaria Lesson, 1830, as published in the binomen Holothuria mona- 

caria. 

(2) The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) umbrina Riippell & Leuckardt, 1828, as published in the binomen 

Holothuria umbrina (as suppressed under the plenary powers in (l)(a) 

above) (Name No. 930); 

(b ) monacaria Lesson, 1830, as published in the binomen Holothuria mona- 

caria (as suppressed under the plenary powers in (l)(b) above) (Name 

No. 931). 

(3) The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified: 

(a) hilla Lesson, 1830, as published in the binomen Holothuria hilla (Name 

No. 2385); 

(b) mauritiana Quoy & Gaimard, 1833, as published in the binomen Holo- 

thuria mauritiana (Name No. 2386); 

(c) difficilis Semper, 1868, as published in the binomen Holothuria difficilis 

(Name No. 2387). 

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1793) 

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Miss 
A. M. Clark and Mr. F. W. E. Rowe in February 1967. The application was 
sent to the printer on 3 March 1967 and was published on 27 April 1967 in Bull, 
zool. Nomencl. 24 : 126-128. Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary 
powers in the present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as 
to the other prescribed serial publications (Constitution Art. 12b; Bull. zool. 
Nomencl. 21 : 184). No comment was received. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 15 May 1969 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (69)25 either for or against the 
proposal set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 24 : 127-128. At the close of the 
prescribed voting period on 15 August 1969 the state of the voting was as 
follows: 

Affirmative votes — twenty (20), received in the following order: China, 
Holthuis, Lemche, Mayr, Eisenmann, Bonnet, Yokes, Sabrosky, Jaczewski, 
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Uchida, Simpson, do Amaral, Evans, Melville, Forest, Starobogatov, Alvarado, 
Ride*, Mertens, Kraus. 

Negative votes — two (2): Brinck, Obruchev. 

On Leave of Absence — one (1): Tortonese. 

Voting Papers not returned — one (1): Munroe. 

Commissioner Binder returned a late affirmative vote. The following 
comments were made by Commissioners in returning their votes: 

Prof. P. Brinck (22.V.69): “Much of the trouble described in the application 
is taxonomic and not nomenclatorial. Would it not be possible for the ‘three 
leading specialists of recent years who have put forward independent and 
differing solutions for the naming of the species' to come together, review the 
typical material and decide upon its position before considerations on the 
nomenclatorial status are presented?” 

Prof. Ernst Mayr (22.V.69): “1 vote for this, since this is what the specialists 
seem to want. To me, personally, it would have seemed preferable to designate 
a neotype for H. monacaria Lesson conforming with the universal application 
of this name.” 

Dr. W. D. L. Ride (13.viii.69): “The case concerning H. monacaria is one 
which involves the transfer of a name from one animal species to another; 
suppression of the name through the plenary powers is a justifiable means of 
settling such situations which otherwise act against universality. But the case 
of H. umbrina and H. difficilis seems only to be an insufficiently investigated 
case of probable subjective synonymy for which no argument is presented 
which would justify the use by the Commission of the plenary powers.” 

Original References 

The following are the original references for names placed on the Official 
List and Jndex by the Ruling given in the present Opinion: 
difficilis , Holothuria , Semper, 1868, Reisen im Archipel der Philip pinen 1 : 92 
hilla, Holothuria , Lesson, 1830, Cent. Zool. (13-16) : 226 
mauritiana , Holothuria , Quoy & Gaimard, 1833, in d’Urville, Voy. “ Astrolabe ”, 
Zool. 4 : 138 

monacaria , Holothuria , Lesson, 1830, Cent. Zool. (13-16) : 225 
umbrina , Holothuria , Ruppell & Leuckardt, 1828, Atlas zu Ritppell , (5), Wir- 
bellose Thiere : 10 

CERTIFICATE 

We certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (69)25 were cast as set out 
above, that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted 
under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision of 
the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 914. 

R. V. MELVILLE W. E. CHINA 

Secretary Assistant Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 

14 October 1969 



*An affirmative vote in part only — see note below. 



